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DRIPTORCH  DIGEST 
A Newsletter for the Southeastern Prescribed Fire Community 

ñBy understanding the 

extent and impact of  

continued use of pre-

scribed fire, land manag-

ers can better understand 

the positive effect their 

management practices 

are having.ò 
 

- Mike Zupko,               

2015 National Prescribed 

Fire Use Survey Report 

Prescribed burn on Sandhills Gamelands, NC. March 2013. Credit: Jenn Evans.  

Message from the Coordinator 
With a new year underway, I thought it might be worthwhile 

to try something new in 2016 to share information within our 

SERPPAS Prescribed Fire Work Groupï a monthly newslet-

ter! I am hoping that each of you, as representatives of your 

organization, can provide updates, success stories, upcom-

ing events, webinars, news stories, articles, photos, re-

sources and more to include in the newsletter. It would be 

great to have information from all 13 southern states in eve-

ry newsletter. You are all doing great work around the region to get more fire on 

the ground (as shown in the new 2015 Prescribed Fire Use Surveyï see page 2),  

and this is an opportunity to share it and to learn from one another! I hope you find 

this newsletter to be useful, and help me to continuously fill it with your great work.  

Happy New Year and may 2016 bring us lots of burning opportunities! 

Jenn 

New SERPPAS Website 
SERPPAS has developed  a new website to store information related to this Pre-

scribed Fire Work Group.  Here you can find information and documents written by 

the Work Group, such as the 2012 Comprehensive Strategy for Prescribed Fire.  

In This Issue 

¶ Message from the 

Coordinator 

¶ New SERPPAS 

Fire  Website 

¶ A New Wildfire 

Record in 2015 

¶ 2016 Wildfire Com-

munity Prepared-

ness Day 

¶ Firefighter Property 

Program Provides 

Excess Military 

Equipment 

No. 1  January 2016 

 

¶ Success Stories 

Needed 

¶ 2015 National Pre-

scribed Fire Use 

Survey Report Pub-

lished 

¶ EPA Public Com-

ment Period 

¶ Upcoming Events 

¶ Prescribed Fire 

Training Exchanges 

¶ Resources 

https://serppas.org/
https://serppas.org/projects/southeast-wildland-fire-initiative/
https://serppas.org/media/1939/comprehensive-strategy-for-prescribed-fire.pdf
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New Wildfire Record in 2015 
The 2015 fire season has broken a record for national acres burned in the past 

decade, coming in at 10,125,149 acres. The previous record was in 2006 at 

9,873,745 acres.  

2016 Wildfire Community Preparedness Day  
The 2016 Wildfire Community Preparedness Day has been set for May 7. In-

formation about the event is on the NFPA website. The contest that funds local 

projects has been expanded this yearð125 projects will get $500 each (almost 

double last yearôs number); the contest deadline is February 28.   

Firefighter Property Program Provides      

Excess Military Equipment  

Posted Wednesday, January 6, 2016                                                                      

Source: MyPlainView.com 

The Kress Volunteer Fire Department received a retired military vehicle at no 

cost through the Texas A&M Forest Service as part of their Department of De-

fense Firefighter Property Program.   

The department will use the vehicle as a brush truck for wildland firefighting in 

their rural, farm and ranch country.  

Read the full story here.  

 

Success Stories Needed 
 

Fire-related success stories from around the region are being collected and 
shared here on the Southeast Cohesive Strategy website. 
  
Do you have a successful effort?  

 
Send this form with suggestions along with high resolution photos to Holly 
Campbell at hcampbell@sref.info.  

2015 National        

Prescribed Fire Use 

Survey Report            

Published  

Posted Wednesday, January 6, 2016 

Source: NASF Blog 

In an effort to gain better knowledge of 

prescribed fire use in the United States, 

NASF and the Coalition of Prescribed 

Fire Councils (CPFC) partnered to con-

duct and produce the 2015 National Pre-

scribed Fire Use Survey Report. 

This report is the second of its kind and 

is based on the responses from all 50 

state forestry agencies. 

It outlines national and regional pre-

scribed fire activity, state prescribed fire 

programs, and identifies impediments 

limiting the use of prescribed fire. The 

results include all federal, state, and pri-

vate prescribed fire acres for forestry, 

rangeland, and agricultural burning that 

occurred in 2014. The survey results 

indicate approximately 11.7 million acres 

were treated in 2014 with prescribed fire. 

 
Download the full report here.  

Excess vehicle donated as part of 
the The Department of Defense Fire-
fighter Property Program. Source: 
http://www.myplainview.com/news/
article_48243f94-b4bf-11e5-811a-
53880d8915c0.html 

National acres burned from 2006-2015. 2015 has set a new record. Source: Na-
tional Interagency Fire Center.  

News From Around the Region 

http://www.nfpa.org/safety-information/for-consumers/outdoors/wildland-fires/national-wildfire-community-preparedness-day
http://www.myplainview.com/news/article_48243f94-b4bf-11e5-811a-53880d8915c0.html
http://www.southernwildfire.net/models-for-action
http://www.southernwildfire.net/Fillable%20Form-Template%20CFS%20Success%20Stories-%202015.pdf
mailto:hcampbell@sref.info
http://stateforesters.org/news-events/blog/2015-national-prescribed-fire-use-survey-report-published#sthash.oH9Dckeb.dpbs
http://stateforesters.org/sites/default/files/publication-documents/2015%20Prescribed%20Fire%20Use%20Survey%20Report.pdf
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Prescribed Fire Training Exchanges  
Prescribed Fire Training Exchanges (TREX) serve seasoned wildland fire profession-
als in need of specific experience, as well as students and new firefighters who are 
beginning to shape their careers. They also provide opportunities for agencies to work 
together and learn efficient ways to coordinate their resources and burn windows; give 
local fire departments training that helps them better respond to wildland fires; support 
tribes working to renew traditional burning practices; and help rural communities work-
ing to make themselves safer from wildfire.  

This fact sheet provides more information about TREX and how you can become in-
volved. Want to attend a TREX to advance your prescribed fire skills and experience? 
Click here to apply.  

 

March 14-26           

Loup River Valley Prescribed Fire Training Exchange / Ord, NE.                   
Information: announcement and application are on the Conservation Gateway 

March 19-27            

Niobrara Prescribed Fire Training Exchange / Ainsworth, NE.                            

Information: announcement and application are on the Conservation Gateway 

April 3-8                     

Yurok TREX / Weitchpec, CA.                                                                         

Dates for this TREX have been setðfurther details will be available soon 

April 25-May 6             

Bend Prescribed Fire Training Exchange / Bend, OR.                                                                           

Information: announcement and application are on the Conservation Gateway 

   May 9-21   

Ashland Prescribed Fire Training Exchange / Ashland, OR.                              

Information: announcement and application are on the Conservation Gateway 

Upcoming 
Events 

March 8-10, 2016 

IAFC WUI Conference, 

Reno, NV 

April 11-15, 2016                

5
th
 International Fire 

Behavior + Fuels Con-

ference Portland, OR* 

*The conference will be held 

concurrently in Portland and 

in Melbourne, Australia.  

May 7, 2016 

2016 Wildfire Communi-

ty Preparedness Day  

November 14-17, 2016 

2
nd
 International Smoke 

Symposium,                         

Long Beach, CA 

November 28-Dec.2, 2016 

Beyond Hazardous 

Fuels: Managing Fire 

for Social, Economic, 

and Ecological Benefits,                          

Tucson, AZ 

November 2017 

7th International Fire 

Ecology & Management 

Congress                      

Orlando FL 

More events can be found 

on the Southern Fire Ex-

change Calendar.  

Landowner Field Days 

March 11, 2016 

Sandy Hollow WMA, Louisiana 

This workshop is intended for landowners who would like to learn more about 

the benefits of prescribed fire.  

 

Contact Keri Landry at klandry@wlf.la.gov if you know someone who may be 

interested.  
 

EPA Public Comment Period Ends on Feb 3 
 

In November 2015, proposed revisions to the 2007 Exceptional Events Rule were 
published in the federal register.  
 
This fact sheet provides a quick overview of the ñProposed Revisions to the 2007 
Exceptional Events Rule and Notice of Availability for Related Draft Guidance.ò  
 
The National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) map  depicts the areas that 
are at the most at risk for challenges to future prescribed burning. Note that only a 
few are in the Southeast.  
 
Please consider commenting to the EPA about the proposed changes on behalf of 
your organization or in conjunction with your state Prescribed Fire Council. The dead-
line for public comments has been extended to February 3.  

https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/FireLandscapes/HabitatProtectionandRestoration/Training/TrainingExchanges/Documents/FactSheet-TREX-Sept2015.pdf
https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/FireLandscapes/HabitatProtectionandRestoration/Training/TrainingExchanges/Pages/Upcoming-Training-Exchanges.aspx
http://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/FireLandscapes/HabitatProtectionandRestoration/Training/TrainingExchanges/Pages/2016-Loup-TREX.aspx
https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/FireLandscapes/HabitatProtectionandRestoration/Training/TrainingExchanges/Pages/2016-NVP-TREX.aspx
https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/FireLandscapes/HabitatProtectionandRestoration/Training/TrainingExchanges/Pages/2016-CentralOregon-TREX.aspx
https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/FireLandscapes/HabitatProtectionandRestoration/Training/TrainingExchanges/Pages/2016-Ashland-TREX.aspx
http://www.iafc.org/micrositeWUI/homeWUI.cfm?ItemNumber=7987
http://www.firebehaviorandfuelsconference.com/
http://www.firebehaviorandfuelsconference.com/
http://www.firebehaviorandfuelsconference.com/
http://www.iawfonline.org/2016SmokeSymposium/
http://www.iawfonline.org/2016SmokeSymposium/
http://www.ncsu.edu/project/cnr/sfe/SFEcalendar/index.php
http://www.ncsu.edu/project/cnr/sfe/SFEcalendar/index.php
mailto:klandry@wlf.la.gov
http://www.epa.gov/air-quality-analysis/treatment-data-influenced-exceptional-events
http://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-11/documents/5708_fact_sheet_exeventsrevsnprm_final.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-11/documents/o3_draft_wildfire_guidance.pdf
https://www.frames.gov/partner-sites/emissions-and-smoke/smoke-mgt-resources/ozone/
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CƛƎǳǊŜ млΦ !ŎǊŜŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ŬǊŜ ǳǎŜ ŦƻǊ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ƻōƧŜŎǝǾŜǎ ōȅ ǎǘŀǘŜΦ 
{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ нлмр bŀǝƻƴŀƭ tǊŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ CƛǊŜ ¦ǎŜ {ǳǊǾŜȅ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ  

Newsletters 

Check out the some of the other newsletters from Work Group member agencies 
and organizations that contain even more natural resource/wildland fire-related 
information! 

Department of Defense Natural Selections Newsletter (Fall 2015)  

Fire Learning Network (FLN) Networker No. 201 (January 6, 2016 ) 

Fire Learning Network (FLN) Networker No. 202 (January 20, 2016) 

Southern Fire Exchange Firelines Newsletter (Nov-Dec 2015)  

Tall Timbers eNews (Fall 2015) and eJournal (Fall/Winter 2015-2016) 

Signage 

A fillable template (with your own logo and/or website) for prescribed fire signage 
is available here.   

Voss Signs currently has this template in their system, although other companies 
should be able to create a similar design as well. These signs can be used for 
distribution to landowners, prescribed fire councils, land managers, burn contrac-
tors, or other organizations.  

Contact Us 

Have something youôd like to 

add to the next newsletter? 

Please send news, photos, 

links, and comments to: 

JenniferEvans 

jlevans3@ncsu.edu 

Follow us on: 

 

@SE_RxFire 

 

Southeast Rx 

Fire 

 

Southeast     

Prescribed Fire 

Update 

Resources 
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http://www.denix.osd.mil/nr/upload/Fall-2015-Natural-Selections-Newsletter.pdf
https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/FireLandscapes/FireLearningNetwork/FLNNetworker/Pages/FLN-Networker-201.aspx
https://www.conservationgateway.org/ConservationPractices/FireLandscapes/FireLearningNetwork/FLNNetworker/Pages/FLN-Networker-202.aspx
http://southernfireexchange.org/newsletters/v5-6.pdf
http://talltimbers.org/news/
https://cloud.3dissue.com/19646/20503/28091/TallTimbers-eJournal-Fall2015/index.html
http://www.ncsu-feop.org/RxFire/communications/GenericPrescribedBurnSign.pdf

